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On behalf of the International Extranoda Lymphoma Study Group (IEL SG).
Gastric extranoda margina zone lymphoma of MALT-type can regress after
anti-He icobacter pylori trestment. The IELSG, the Groupe d’ Etude des
Lymphomes de |’ Adulte (GELA) and the United Kingdom Lymphoma
Group (UKLG) have conducted a trial to ascertain whether the additi on of
chlorambucil is of benefit after anti-H. pylori therapy. At the last interim
analysis, 105 patients out of 189 (55%) had achieved a complete histol ogic
remission after antibiotics. Fifteen lymphoma histologic relapses were
observed in the total group. To further assess the ability of treatments to
eradicate the lymphoma clone we anal ysed the gastric bi opsies from a subset
of the patients by polymerase chai n reaction (PCR) targeted to the
immunoglobulin heavy chain genes, an established mol ecul ar marker for
molecular residua di sease assessment.

At diagnosis, DNA extracted from paraffin-embedded tumour tissues were
first and ysed using FR3A primers. Polyclond cases were andysed with
FR2A primer. DNA samples from gastric biopsies performed during the
follow-up were analysed for the presence of residual disease. Moreover,
patient-speci fic ol igonucl eoti des were designed in some cases to increase the
specificity and sensitivity of the PCR assay.

Fifty-seven cases were and ysed at diagnosis. Forty-nine cases were
monoclonal by PCR. Forty-six out of the 57 achieved histologic compl ete
remission (hCR): 34 cases underwent molecular fol low-up. Fourteen (41%)
patients fail ed to achieve mol ecul ar complete remission (MCR). At one year
after hCR, 17 patients werein mCR and afurther 3 werein mCR by 2 years
(MCR 59%). After a median foll ow-up of 2 years (6-57 months), 13 (38%)
patients arestill in MCR at the | ast foll ow-up biopsy. To date those with
persistent molecular di sease do not show a higher rate of histologic rel apse.
Persistent mol ecul ar disease in the absence of histologi ¢ disease could be due
to the persistence of lymphoma: rel ated termina differentiated pl asmacells.
Detaled datawill be presented.



